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Wednesday 14 May, 2014
FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents and Community Members
Safety of Our Students
Last week we had a very close call for one of our students crossing at the lights on the corner
of Weller and Toohey Rds. Drop off and Pick up times are always very busy and we must all be
vigilant when driving and pay extra care and attention at these times. Your support is
appreciated in helping make our school a safe environment for our students.

NAPLAN – NAPLAN – NAPLAN
Yes, our Year 3, Year 5, and Year 7 students have been busy, and will continue to be busy completing
NAPLAN tests until Thursday this week, with the make-up day being on Friday. We had a great start
yesterday, with all students being extremely calm and positive.
The media has been reporting that students across the country have been stressed by NAPLAN. This is
definitely not the case at Wellers Hill. At Wellers Hill we prepare the students for NAPLAN through the
provision of quality teaching across all year levels. This provides the students with the knowledge and
reasoning / problem solving ability to tackle the tests in an educationally supportive environment.
Popular media also indicates that the test should not be conducted as it adds little or no value to the
knowledge about the students, and that the results of the tests are returned too late to be of any benefit to
the student or the teachers. Both are common misconceptions.
The NAPLAN tests are point in time tests, however they are extremely useful in measuring how a student is
achieving against state and interstate students, and provides a nationally moderated measure of
achievement. The tests also allow school performance to be measured against all schools (within
Queensland and across the nation), and also schools with a similar enrolment (Like Schools), to our school.
This is extremely valuable for the system to measure individual school performance, as well as overall
system performance.
In relation to the timing of the results being returned to the school, this is also not a problem. Teachers do
not work on a yearly testing cycle any more. Test and achievement data is analysed and interpreted for
individual / class / school trends; and programmes are modified accordingly. The current Year 3 -5 – 7
teachers are not the only teachers who will utilise the data, teachers in subsequent years will also use the
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date to inform their teaching. Localised measures, namely, tests conducted by the school across the year,
are also used to support teaching. This data is collated across year level junctures, to support students as
they move through the school.
In my opinion NAPLAN should not be seen as a bad thing, it should be seen as something that happens on
a yearly basis in Term 2, and that it is just part of something we do to better support student learning.
Junior Learning Centre
I am pleased to inform parents that the final plans for the Junior Learning Centre have been completed, and
are currently in the tender stage. The anticipated construction start date is 5 August 2014, with a completion
date of 27 March 2015. Renovation of the existing tennis courts will also be done during the building stage.
Final plans for the new building will be placed on the web site this week.
I am cognisant of interrupted learning for prep students in relation to noise and dust, and anticipate that I will
be air-conditioning the prep building before construction commences. This will allow the prep teachers to
close off the rooms and reduce / minimise disruptions.
Unfortunately, the fig trees at the front of the school will need to be removed for construction. This is being
done for several reasons. The reasons are:
• The replacement building is larger than the one being replaced, due to new building standards. The
new building will encroach on the area that the trees are currently in.
• Disability access needs to be provided to the school under the building code. Due to the access
requirements, the associated ramps and construction will encroach on the root zone of the trees.
• One of the trees is also not healthy and would need to be removed at some stage in the future. Due
to the overlapping root zones, there is a strong possibility that the removal of the unhealthy tree
would also cause significant damage to the root zones of the healthy tree.
• One of the trees is also significantly lop-sided. This is due to trimming that was required following the
fire. This could be causing destabilisation in the root zone of that tree.
If parents look at the plans on the web, planting diagrams are provided that will assist in the replacement of
shade. Once the construction is completed, we will also be able to look at other options. A full report has
been provided to the school in relation to the removal of the trees. This report will also be placed on the web
site this week for parents to read.
Adoption of the IPS School Council Model Constitution
I would like to remind parents that a Special Meeting of the P & C Association will be held on Wednesday 4
June, commencing at 6:30pm, to vote on the adoption of the IPS School Council Model Constitution.
Parents can view the Model Constitution on the school web site along with the Schools Councils Information
Module. These documents will provide a range of information in relation to the establishment and operation
of the School Council.
However, I have provided the purpose of establishing a School Council, and information on the role and
scope of the Council, taken directly from the Schools Councils Information Module document, for your
information.
Purpose of a School Council
Education Queensland recognises that good decision-making often occurs at a local level through direct
engagement with the needs and aspirations of the school community.
School councils are the primary mechanism for ensuring these needs and aspirations are addressed.
School councils contribute to the strategic leadership of the school and act as the bridge between the school
and its local community including staff, parents, governments, community groups and local business and
industry.
With the freedom to respond to community needs and through the use of local expertise, school councils are
well-positioned to embrace innovation to maximise student learning outcomes.
School councils play an important role in reviewing and/or approving school-based innovations such as:
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•
•
•
•

working autonomously with local businesses, industry and other community organisations, leading to
innovative models for sponsorship, industry and infrastructure partnerships
contributing strategically to the shape of curriculum offering that suit the needs of students, for
example: International Baccalaureate programs, extracurricular programs, gateway programs and
centres of excellence
using local flexibility over finance and human resources to ensure resourcing and staffing plans meet
local needs
the development, use and sharing of facilities and resources

Independent Public Schools
In particular, the principal of an Independent Public School has autonomy to:
•
•
•

participate with local councils, industry and their community to plan joint facilities
contract and manage their own maintenance using QBuild or contractors. School councils may have
input into the principal’s deliberations, but may not enter contracts
develop and implement a Strategic Infrastructure (Assets) Plan directly with central office. School
councils may provide input to the principal.

School councils offer Independent Public Schools the opportunity to draw on the professional networks and
expertise of members to complement the educational expertise that already exists in the Schools can use
this opportunity to develop innovative partnerships and educational programs to achieve the best outcomes
for students.
Fostering Innovation
School councils foster innovation when they:
• monitor the school’s strategic direction
• approve and monitor the implementation of:
o school plans and policies of a strategic nature
o other documents affecting strategic matters, including the annual estimate of revenue and
expenditure for the school.
• Advise the school’s principal about strategic matters.
The school council must perform its functions in a way that achieves the best learning outcomes for the
school’s students.
Out of scope
Areas outside the scope of responsibility for a school council include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

input on school operations, implementation and the direction of school staff in their work duties
managing the principal, teachers or staff
management of day-to-day operations of the school and its curriculum
operational decisions about the use of teaching or learning resources at the school
decisions about the individual teaching styles used, or to be used, at the school
controlling funds
entering into contracts
representing external sectional interests
acquiring, holding, disposing of or dealing with property
establishing a committee or subcommittee
fundraising
advising on class allocations.

In addition, council members must not make any decision that is contrary to legislation, industrial
instruments, directives, delegations, whole-of-government policy or national agreements. They cannot sue
other parties or be sued.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you wish clarification on the Model Constitution, or any other IPS /
School Council issue.
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Chaplaincy Week
Chaplaincy Week, or Chappy Week is an annual event run by Education Queensland and Scripture Union
Queensland, to raise awareness of the value of school chaplains... and to raise funds to support school
chaplains. To raise funds this year for the Chaplaincy Committee, there will two lunch time discos (with strict
scrutiny of the lyrics of the songs), jellybean guessing competition (50c a guess) and a very exciting event
as a culmination of the week’s activities…..all I am permitted to say is, “Are YOU smarter than the average
school kid?”
Later this week, envelopes will be sent home in which you may wish to place your donation for chaplaincy
support. Colourful buckets will also be set out in the covered area all week for this purpose and the class
that raises the most money by the end of the week will win a pizza party.
Have a great week.
John

SUPPORTING POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR
This Week’s Rule Reminder:
Use Good Manners:
Manners may seem to be relics of the past but good manners, or acting appropriately in a way that's socially
acceptable and respectful, displaying respect, care, and consideration for others can help you to have better
relationships with people you know, and those you will meet. Good manners convey respect to those you
interact with and also encourages respect from those you interact with.

NATIONAL COLLECTION OF DATA
Nationally Collection of Data on School Students with Disability
Collecting data on school students with disability helps teachers, principals and education authorities
support the participation of students with disability in schooling on the same basis as students without
disability.
All Australian Governments have agreed to work together on the annual collection of data on school
students with disability.
In 2013, 10% of Queensland state schools participated in the first year of implementation. In 2014, two
thirds of Queensland schools will participate and all schools will be collect data from 2015. Our school will
be involved in the nationally consistent collection of data from this year.
Please be reassured that the Department will not provide on to another organisation any data that can
identify an individual student. The only data being collected at the school level to be reported nationally is
the:
• number of students in the school who are provided with an adjustment to address a disability;
•

level of adjustments we provide for those students; and

•

broad category of disability.

Consultation with parents is important not only for the data collection but also to ensure you aware of the
adjustments being provided to support your child. We will therefore continue to consult with you.
While only data that cannot identify your child will be submitted outside of the Department, if you do not wish
for your child’s details to be included, please let the school know.
Information and fact sheets are available to help you make a decision from the:
• Department’s website: http://education.qld.gov.au/curriculum/disability-data-collection.html
•

Australian Government Department of Education website: http://education.gov.au/nationally-consistentcollection-data-school-students-disability

Alternatively, if you have any queries about the collection or use of this data please contact Mrs Louise Hart
at school on 32491333.
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FROM THE P&C PRESIDENT
It’s all about the kids!
Each year many new families join the Wellers Hill State School community, not only in Prep but
throughout the other year levels. I would like to outline the role of the P & C to give parents a
greater understanding of how the P & C operates. We have an active and supportive parent body
and I encourage parents to come along to a meeting, see what we are doing and find a way to be
involved. Our Parents & Citizens’ Association (P & C) works in partnership with the teaching staff,
the Principal and School community, in order to give our children the best education possible. Our
motto is ‘It’s all about the kids’.

•

The functions of the P&C are:
To foster interest in educational issues and provide a forum for positive discussion of school
policies, long-term planning and budgeting
To encourage closer co-operation between parents, staff and students - we welcome everyone’s

•

views, opinions, input and suggestions and aim to make decisions on behalf of the school
community, representing a wide cross-section of families
To provide or assist with the provision of financial or other resources or services (above and

•

beyond those provided by Education Queensland) for the benefit of the students - we organise
fundraising events such as the Art Show, ‘Harmonies on the Hill’ (fete), spell-a-thons, pie drives,
movie night etc.,
We seek to represent all interest groups and specialty areas within the school. The Swimming
Club, Tuckshop, Uniform Shop and Outside School Hours Care (SACCS) are valuable services to
the school community operated by sub-committees of the P & C Association. In addition, the Music
Support Group and Sports Support Group provide a broad range of services for the benefit of the
school.
The next P & C meeting will be held on Wednesday 4 June starting at 6.30pm in the library
annexe.
Working Bee Sunday 25 May
The second working bee for the year will be held on Sunday 25 May from 9 – 11am. In an attempt
to encourage more parents to volunteer their time at working bees the P & C have decided to
‘target’ 2 year levels for each of the 4 working bees during the year. This working bee we would like
parents and students from Years 2 & 7 to assist with a number of projects around the school.
Details of these will be in the newsletter next week. Kids are very welcome and can even be
helpful. Please bring gardening tools, gloves and wear closed shoes. It has been said ‘Many hands
make light work’. Please think about coming along to help out.
Feel free to contact me if you have questions narelle@cooleyfamily.com.au
Regards
Narelle
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DATE CLAIMERS and DUE DATES FOR PAYMENTS
Date
Event
Due Date
Amount
16 May
20 & 21 May
Prep Reverse Garbage
$9
16 May
21 May
Year 1 Artslink
$6
23 May
27 May
Year 3 Planetarium
$17
30 May
5 & 6 June
Year 1 CSIRO
$9
20
June
Term 3
Year 4 Japanese Photo Cube
$7
20 June
Term 3
Year 5 Japanese Place Mat
$5
20 June
Term 3
Year 7 Japanese Clock
$11
Payments must be deposited in the payment box located in the office. Do not give payments to Class
Teachers.
Multiple excursions/activities can be paid with one cheque or EFTPOS transaction (located at office). Cash
is also acceptable.
On each excursion letter will be a DUE DATE for payment. No monies will be accepted after the due date.
Therefore, unfortunately, students will not be able to attend the excursion/activity.

GOOD NEWS STORIES
Congratulations to Abby D (far left) who has been chosen to perform in the Brisbane season of Disney On
Ice. Abby will be a “Card” in the Alice In Wonderland vignette and yes that’s Abby (third from right) meeting
the greatest movie star of all time…. Mickey Mouse!!!! Go Abby!!

ENROLMENTS FOR PREP 2015
For current families at the school who have a child starting Prep 2015, could you please submit an
enrolment to the office as soon as possible.
Enrolment forms can be obtained from the office or the website.

LOST AND FOUND ITEMS
The following items have been handed into the office, if you think they may belong to you please call to the
office and collect:
White smuggle wallet with hot air balloons on the front.
Roald Dahl book –“ Esio Trot”
Black Monster High pencil case with lip gloss inside.
Small black purse.
Owl watch.
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MUSIC NEWS
Please make sure the following dates are in your diary!!
St Paul’s Fete

Saturday May 24th at 9:00am
Strings 6 & 7
Band Grades 5- 7

Fanfare Competition

Wednesday June 11th - during school time
Strings 6& 7
Band Grades 6 & 7

Southside Junior
Strings Camp

Tuesday 10th – 13th June
Monday evening June 16th
Holland Park High School
All students in the music program

Music Night

Happy Music Making,
Gillian Kristensen
Classroom Music/Choir Conductor
This week in music: In 1996, Oasis became the fastest selling group in UK history after all 330,000 tickets
for their summer shows sold out in just 9 hours.

SPORT NEWS
Wellers Hill Sports News
Term 2 - Week 4
Sports Dates for Semester One
Term Two
P-3 Cross Country
4-7 Athletics

> Friday 9th May (wk 3)
> Wednesday 18th June (wk 9)
> Thursday 19th June (wk 9)

Junior X-Country Results

Year 1 Girls
Year 1 Boys
Year 2 Girls

1st
Phoebe H
Atticus L
Juliet T

2nd
Molly F
Jasper I
Tara M

Year 2 Boys

Finn M

Braxton P

Year 3 Girls
Year 3 Boys

Chelsea W
Emerson R

Ava S
Xavier R

PREPS
Girls 1st
2nd
3rd
4th
Boys 1st
2nd
3rd
4th

SW
Lashitha
Isabelle
Olivia
Keira
Daniel
Prishant/Sean
Riley
Declan

SM
Zoey
Niah
Amarlie
Ella
Chris
Declan
Joseph
Hunter

3rd
Lacey H
Michael W
Talia T
Jackson
C/Caleb G
Farradai H
Oscar L

S
Kimberley
Aleisha
Charlotte
Maddison
Flynn
Sam
Gabriel
Thomas

TM
Phoenix
Milly
Lola
Chelsea
Noah
Zach
Luke
Jacob

4th
Alice C
Hayden T
Jasmine B
Sean S
Ellie J
Nat H/Aiden W
M
Arwen
Ivy
Holly
Olivia
Caelan
Hamish
Kylan/Oscar
Harrison

Winning House: Kangaroo
Thank you to the house captains, teachers and aides for their assistance on the day. Thank you to the
parents and supporters who attended and the students for doing such a great job.
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Games This Week
Rugby League – Carina JRL – U12 1PM, U11 1:45pm, U10-1 1PM, U10-2 1:45PM
Netball – Wembley Park, Coorparoo
Soccer – A Boys v WE @ Olympic, B Boys v WE @ Olympic, Snr Girls @ WHSS, C1/2 Jnr Girls @ WHSS,
C3/4 Jnr Mixed @ Esher St.
Rec Activities Program
Rotations left for this term.

TEACHER/GROUP
Mrs Edwards (1)
Ms Ilett (2)
Mrs Lutterall (3)
Mrs Muller (4)
Mrs Low (5)

16/5
School
Park
Park
School
Bowls

23/5
Bowls
School
Park
Park
School

30/5
School
Bowls
School
Park
Park

Parents who are able to assist, we require additional supervision for the walking to and from the park, gym
and lawn bowls. Please advise your students teacher if you are able to supervise on any of the dates set
above.

LOTE NEWS
BOYS DAY IN LOTE 5/5/14
Last week, students in Japanese LOTE classes celebrated "Kodomo no Hi" (children's Day or Boys Day)
with activities in class. This is a special day for parents to celebrate the health and wellbeing of their
children in Japan. The Koi no Bori (carp fish) are hung outside family homes in Japan to celebrate all the
boys in the family. We even had our first surprise visit last week from a Ninja! Watch this space for more
sightings of various Ninja, and join our LOTE competition to Guess the Ninja....
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President: Narelle Cooley (narelle@cooleyfamily.com.au)
Secretary: Rob Beaumont 3161 7909
Email: wellershillpandc@gmail.com

MOTHERS DAY STALL THANK YOU
Thank-you to so many volunteers who helped out with the Mother’s Day Stall this year. Buying, wrapping &
selling over 2,000 gifts involves lots of support including 8 mornings of wrapping, setting up and then
running the stall for more than 8 hours over 2 days.
The following volunteers helped to wrap and present beautiful gifts for the children to buy at the stall:
- Kim George
- Lyndal James
- Janet Evans
- Michelle Botha
- Karen Little-Cliff
- Kerry Cox
- Caroline See
- Danielle
- Michelle Cartwright
- Allison Blaikie
- Simone Flint
Thanks also to those that helped to set-up and/or serve, which at times was quite chaotic - Madonna
Stewart, Vanessa Burgess, Tracy Wilson, Leanne Shaw, Gail Kirkman and Prue Jay. There were other
helpers, including students, which also lent a hand to serve at the stall, so thank-you very much.
This year we also received some amazing hand-made gifts from Nikky Christian as well as a craft group
associated with families at the school. Many thanks to Wendy Cox, Nell McLoughlin and Robyn Groeneveld
from the craft group as well as Nikky Christian for their generosity.
We’d also like to acknowledge and thank Valya from SACCS for the use of the SACCS Homework Rooms,
the admin team, teachers and parents for supporting the stall again this year.
Helen Stuart, Fiona Pearce & Deanne McDonald
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SCHOOL BANKING
A new school banking competition is underway and you could be a winner!
Students simply need to make three or more School Banking deposits in Term 2 and they will automatically
be entered into the competition to win some fantastic prizes including:
Major student prize.
•

Five nights' accommodation at the Sea World Resort & Water Park on the Gold Coast;

•

VIP Passes for two adults and three kids to Sea World, Warner Bros. Movie World and Wet'n'Wild
Gold Coast;

•

Dolphin Family Aqua Adventure; and

•

A $3,000 travel gift card to get them there.

Runner up student prizes.
•

130 Toys"R"Us Gift Cards to the value of $250 each to spend on their favourite toys.

School Prize
•

$1,000 cash for one school in each state/territory of Australia.
Banking day is every Thursday.

EMERGENCY CONTACTS
Please ensure the school has up-to-date information regarding emergency contacts so that
you can be contacted promptly if required.

MUSIC SUPPORT GROUP
.
MSG MEETING 14 MAY 2014
Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday 14 May at 7pm in the staffroom. All music parents
welcome to attend. Topics to be discussed include Fanfare and Music Night in June.
MSG PRESIDENT
A great opportunity exists to be elected president of the Wellers Hill State School Music Support
Group. As MSG president you will:
•

chair monthly MSG meetings;

•

lead the organization of music events;

•

work closely with the music teachers and other MSG committee members;

•

have the opportunity to use your own initiative to improve the music program.

As MSG President you don't need to worry about the day to day running of the MSG because all
support roles are filled (treasurer, secretary, levy coordinator, uniform convenors, instrument
convenors, fundraising convenor etc.). Please come to our next meeting or call Gaby Hill 0402 429
821 for more information.
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TUCKSHOP
STATE OF ORIGIN MEAL DEAL
Yes! It’s back! We will have a State of Origin Meal Deal on Wednesday 28th May. It will consist of a meat
pie, sauce, spoon, Tropical LOL, Red Rock Honey Soy Chips and an iced cupcake. You can place your
order now on Flexischools or fill in the tear-off section in the newsletter and bring it with your payment to the
tuckshop. You can also place it in an envelope and drop it in the payment box at the office. Cost is $7 and
orders must be received by Friday 23 May.
HELP NEEDED
Unfortunately a few of our fantastic volunteers have taken up study or work positions over the break so we
have a few days where we have no volunteers – Tuesday and Wednesday. If you can spare a few hours
once a month (9-11.30) on a Tuesday or Wednesday place come and see us in the tuckshop or email
Carolyn at whsstuckshop@gmail.com. Thanks.
DAY
Thursday
15 May

9am to 11.30am
Vanessa C

1pm to 2pm
Gina G

Friday
16 May

Susan R
Denise W

Jenny O

Monday
19 May

Brenda T

HELP NEEDED

Tuesday
20 May

Kelli M

HELP NEEDED

Wednesday
21 May

Julie B

HELP NEEDED

Thursday
22 May

Jo S

Tim V

Friday
23 May

Pauline T
Kimberley L

Stacey S

If you are unable to do your
tuckshop roster please contact us
as soon as possible. If you would
like to volunteer in the tuckshop,
our phone number is 3249 1318
or you can call Carolyn (0409 053
742). You can also email
whsstuckshop@gmail.com.

STATE OF ORIGIN MEAL DEAL (Wednesday 28 May) - $7

CHILD”S NAME_____________________________________________ CLASS __________

CHILD”S NAME_____________________________________________ CLASS __________

CHILD”S NAME_____________________________________________ CLASS __________

(All orders to be received no later than Friday 23 May
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UNIFORM SHOP
Wednesday 1:30 to 3.30 p.m.
Friday 8.00 to 10.00 a.m.
Deb Love Telephone 3249 1361 School
uniformshopwhss@gmail.com
Delay in arrival of Bucket Hats - The Uniform Shop regrets to advise that the order of bucket hats we were
waiting on (size 55 and smaller) has been delayed again. Unfortunately the supplier has shipped the entire
order in the wrong colour, regardless of the correct colour being stated on the order form (and receipt from
the manufacturer). The Uniform Shop can not apologise enough though we are equally frustrated with the
situation. Please attend the uniform shop if your child does not have a current properly fitted hat, and the
shop can supply your child with a hat (older style) until we receive the correct supply.

TENNIS COURTS
Night Tennis Court Hire is now available
Court Hire cost is:
$7 per hour – day hire
$15 per hour – night hire

New contact number for Tennis Courts: Ph 3892 7460
COMMUNITY NEWS

HOLLAND PARK STATE HIGH SCHOOL
See our highly effective smaller school culture
Hear about our outstanding OP achievement (2 OP1,
93% OP1-15) and vocational opportunities
Visit classrooms to see Triple E (Excellence, Enrichment,
Extension) in action
Parents are invited to attend:• Open Morning Tour 9.15am Friday 23 May 2014
Enrol now for Years 7 & 8 in 2015. Please phone for an enrolment
interview. Out of catchment enrolments welcome.

www.hollparkshs.eq.edu.au
Telephone: 3347 0111
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DISCO
WHEN:

Thursday 29th May, 2014

WHERE: Wellers Hill School Hall
**** All students must be collected from inside Hall ****
TIMES:

5.00pm – 5.55pm Prep, Yr 1 and 2
6.00pm – 7.00pm Yr 3 and 4
7.10pm – 8.50pm Yr 5, 6 and 7

COSTS:

$3 Year Prep - 4 PAY ON THE NIGHT
$4 Year 5 - 7
PAY ON THE NIGHT

RSVP:

Monday 26th May, 2014 (Reply box in office)

HELPERS:

Yes please! – provide contact details below
………………………………………………………………………………..
Return RSVP slip to the office by 26th May, 2014
Students Name: ______________________________

Year Level: _______

Student’s Name: ______________________________

Year Level: _______

Students Name: ______________________________

Year Level: _______

Yes, I will be able to help (Name) _____________________________________
☐ BBQ

☐ Drink & Lollies

☐ In the hall

☐ Glow sticks

Time slot available: _____________________
Contact Nos: Phone ____________________

Mobile ____________________

Email: ________________________________________________
For catering purposes, could you please indicate if you will be
purchasing from the Bar-B-Que. There will be chicken kebabs and
sausages in bread.
Bar-B-Que: □ Yes, we would purchase BBQ
□ No, we won’t purchase BBQ
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kebabs
sausage in bread
(approx. numbers)
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